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Gautam Rao is an Associate in the firm's Litigation department. Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Rao served as a law clerk for a 
number of years, including for the Hon. Kent A. Jordan of the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit and the Hon. 
Thomas R. Lee of the Utah Supreme Court.

Admissions

• New York

Languages

• Spanish

Publications

• Co-author, "OFAC Asks Non-U.S. Persons to Advance U.S. Foreign Policy," Business Crimes Bulletin (June 2021)

Education

• Columbia Law School (J.D., 2017)

o James Kent Scholar

o Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar

• Columbia University (A.B., 2012)

Blog Posts: Data Security Law Blog
DataSecurityLaw.com is the firm’s resource for the latest news, analysis, and thought leadership in the critical area of privacy 
and cybersecurity law. Patterson Belknap’s Privacy and Data Security practice provides public and private enterprises, their 
leadership teams and boards with comprehensive services in this critical area. Our team of experienced litigators, corporate 
advisors and former federal and state prosecutors advises on a broad range of privacy and data protection matters including 
cyber preparedness and compliance, data breach response, special board and committee representation, internal 
investigations, and litigation.

March 16, 2022



Fourth Time’s the Charm—Utah Will Become Latest State to Enact Privacy Legislation
Utah is poised to become the latest state to jump on the privacy bandwagon. Last week, the Utah Consumer Privacy Act 
(“UCPA”) passed both houses of the state legislature. Once Governor Spencer Cox signs the bill, Utah will become...

September 30, 2021
OFAC Ransomware Guidance: Prepare, Report, and (Preferably) Don’t Pay the Ransom!
As we have previously reported , there has been a major uptick over the past few years—and particularly during the COVID-19
pandemic—in ransomware attacks . These attacks consist of an intrusion by a cybercriminal into the victim’s computers or...

August 31, 2021
Another Court Says Data Breach Investigation Report Is Fair Game
In a recent ruling with important consequences for data breach litigation, a federal court in Pennsylvania ruled that Rutter’s—a 
Pennsylvania convenience store chain that suffered a data breach—must disclose the investigative report it commissioned 
from a third-party after the...

May 12, 2021
Second Circuit Affirms Dismissal of Class Action Based on Claimed “Increased Risk” of Harm
Is there standing to bring a lawsuit when an employee’s personal information is mistakenly circulated to all employees at the 
company? A recent decision addressed exactly this question. In McMorris v. Carlos Lopez & Assocs. , LLC , No....

April 8, 2021
New York Gets Ready to Jump on the Biometric Bandwagon
Companies that do business in New York or with New Yorkers could soon face an onslaught of biometric privacy-related 
litigation, courtesy of New York Assembly Bill 27 , the Biometric Privacy Act (“BPA”). Currently pending before the legislature, 
the...
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